City of Clearwater, Kansas
Sedgwick County
City Council Meeting - MINUTES
August 27, 2019
Clearwater City Hall – Council Chambers
129 E. Ross Avenue Clearwater, KS 67026
1.

Call to Order/ Invocation and Flag Salute
Mayor Burt Ussery called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. followed the invocation and flag salute.

2.

Roll Call
The City Clerk called the roll to confirm the presence of a quorum. The following members were present:
Mayor Burt Ussery Councilmembers; Chris Griffin, Tex Titterington, Shirley Palmer-Witt, and Laura Papish
were present. Yvonne Coon was absent.
The following staff members were present:
Ron Marsh, City Administrator; Courtney Meyer, City Clerk; Bill Hisle, Chief; Ernie Misak, Public Works
Director; Austin Parker, City Attorney; Justin Patrick.
Others Present: Justin Shore, Bryce Pfanenstiel, Jesse Whitleo, Luke Davis, Adam Rordan

3.

Approval of the Agenda
Mayor Ussery asked if there were any modifications to the agenda. Marsh stated no.
Mayor Ussery called for a motion to approve the agenda presented.
Motion: Papish moved, Palmer-Witt seconded to accept the agenda as presented. Voted and passed
unanimously.

4.

Public Forum
None

5.

Approve Consent Agenda
Mayor Ussery asked if there was any question on the consent agenda and if not asked for a motion to
approve.
Minutes 08/13/19 Council Meeting
Claims and Warrants
08/21/19 = $45,050.22
LKM Delegates
Mayor Burt Ussery and City Administrator Ron Marsh
Motion: Papish moved, Palmer-Witt seconded to approve the consent agenda as presented. Voted
and passed unanimously.

6.

Staff Reports
a. Police Department – Bill Hisle –asked if council had any questions from his report. Council had
not questions.
b. Public Works – Ernie Misak – asked if council had any questions from his report. Council had no
questions.
c. Fire – Ron Marsh – Marsh reported that were 12 Medical calls and 0 Fire calls since the last

Page 1 of 6

council meeting. There was someone available from Clearwater who was at every call.
7.

Park Advisory Update
Marsh updated council on the Park Advisory Board plans. He stated they have come up with different
projects and has started prioritizing a 5 year plan. He explained the plan is still being developed but the
following items have been discussed.
RESERVE/ SPEND

PROJECT

ESTIMATED
COST

#1

Park Shelters (Raffle/ Fundraising)

$

231,127

$ 50,000

#2

New Concession Stand @ Sports Complex
$
(Grants)

150,000

$ 10,000

#3

Lights along walking path

#4

Pocket Park @ Sports Complex

#5

Picnic Area @ Sports Complex
Dugout Protective Fencing

$

50,000

$

5,500

YR TO
COMPLETE 2020

2020

$ 5,500

2020

$ 5,000

2021

2022

2023

Batting Cage Upgrade
New Surface / Parking Blocks for Sports Complex
Volleyball Court
2nd Basketball Court
Dog Park / Dog Waste Stations
Rip Rap around Chisholm Ridge Ponds

$

25,000

$

5,000

Storm Shelter on East side of Town
Bleacher Replacement (2 more)

Marsh stated the Park Advisory Board would like council to consider authorizing to spend $1000 from the
general fund in order to purchase items to raffle off in order to raise money for the park shelters. He
explained that the first $1000 made form the raffle would go back to the general fund and anything above
and beyond would go towards the park shelter project.
Mayor Ussery suggested Council authorize a revolving $1000 for this purpose so the Board doesn’t have
to continue to come back each time they want to do a raffle to raise money for the parks.
Motion: Palmer-Witt moved, Titterington seconded to authorize a revolving $1000 budget for
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the Park Advisory Board Fundraising. Voted and passed unanimously.
8.

Business
a. Consider Spending Authorization for a Squad Vehicle
Marsh explained due to the ending of EMS operations and ambulance transport, the Fire
leadership would like to have a squad vehicle equipped with the equipment and Go Bags
necessary for our medical first responders. The current fire squad vehicle (71) is also the primary
brush truck and doesn’t have the room for the medical equipment.
Purchasing a vehicle to use as a true squad vehicle would keep the mileage and wear and tear
down on Squad 71. The new squad vehicle would respond to all calls and serve as a rehab unit
for fire calls. Staff has been looking at various government auction sites, other governmental
agencies (KHP, City of Hutchinson), etc. and have identified several potential vehicles. These
require a bid or quick response that doesn’t always coincide with Council meetings for Governing
Body approval to commit the funds. Staff is requesting the Council authorize the City
Administrator to bid or make an offer within a set spending limit to purchase the vehicle.
The $2 ambulance fee fund will have $23,944 remaining after the last ambulance payment is
made this month. Staff would like to earmark that remaining money to purchase and outfit the
new squad vehicle. Staff is confident a good used vehicle can be found for under $17,000. The
remaining funds would be used to outfit the new vehicle and any remaining amount beyond that
would go to the General Fund.
Staff recommends authorizing the City Administrator to commit up to but not more than $17,000
for the purchase of a squad vehicle for the Fire Department.
Marsh followed up by stating there was an opportunity to put in a bid on a vehicle, but staff
didn’t have the authority to make the purchase and the opportunity was purchased by another
organization.
Council asked what was going to happen to the ambulances. Marsh stated that one will go on the
market shortly but the newer one, the Traumahawk, Sedgwick County wanted to view it and see
if they want to make an offer on it.
Motion: Griffin moved, Papish seconded to authorize up to $17,000 to be used to purchase a
vehicle for the fire department. Voted and passed unanimously.
b. Consider Agreement with Sedgwick County Volunteer Transportation Services
Marsh stated the RSVP Volunteer Transportation Program provides transportation services to
rural residents in Sedgwick County including Clearwater. The program is administered at the local
level by the Sedgwick County Department on Aging and is part of Senior Corps, a federal program
that supports service and volunteering programs for senior citizens to improve lives, strengthen
communities, and foster civic engagement.
The contract is on a fee-for-service basis, which is $7.00 per coordinated ride. A coordinated ride
is defined as a single round trip ride for one single rider or for multiple riders who have the same
origin or destination. The contract as presented is through June 30, 2020 and may be extended
on a month to month basis while developing an agreement for July 2020 – June 2021. Under no
circumstances will compensation paid under the agreement exceed available program funds.
In 2018, the city received $287.00 in funds from the program and YTD 2019 we have received
$161.00. These funds are generally used to subsidize the annual volunteer appreciation dinner
and other events for volunteers.
The City Attorney has reviewed the agreement. Staff recommends authorizing the Mayor to sign
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the agreement as presented.
Motion: Papish moved, Griffin seconded to authorize the Mayor to sign the RSVP agreement.
Voted and passed unanimously.
c.

Consider Resolution 09-2019 Adopting the Kansas Homeland Security Region G Hazard
Mitigation Plan
Marsh explained that mitigation is commonly defined as sustained action taken to reduce or
eliminate long-term risk to people and their property from hazards and their effects. Hazard
mitigation planning provides communities with a roadmap to aid in the creation and revision of
policies and procedures, and the use of available resources, to provide long-term, tangible
benefits to the community. A well-designed hazard mitigation plan provides communities with
realistic actions that can be taken to reduce potential vulnerability and exposure to identified
hazards.
This Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) was prepared to provide sustained actions to eliminate or
reduce risk to people and property from the effects of natural and man-made hazards. This plan
documents the State of Kansas Homeland Security Region G (hereafter referred to as Kansas
Region G) and its participating jurisdictions planning process and identifies applicable hazards,
vulnerabilities, and hazard mitigation strategies. This plan will serve to direct available
community and regional resources towards creating policies and actions that provide long-term
benefits to the community. Local and regional officials can refer to the plan when making
decisions regarding regulations and ordinances, granting permits, and in funding capital
improvements and other community initiatives.
As stipulated in the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000) Section 322, federally approved
mitigation plans are a prerequisite for mitigation project grants. Development and Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approval this plan will ensure future eligibility for
federal disaster mitigation funds through the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMPG), PreDisaster Mitigation Grant Program (PDM), Repetitive Flood Claims, and a variety of other state
and federal programs. This HMP was prepared to meet the requirements of the DMA 2000, as
defined in regulations set forth by 44 CFR Part 201.6.
The City Attorney has reviewed the document. Staff recommends adopting Resolution 09-2019.
Motion: Titterington moved, Palmer-Witt seconded to adopt resolution 09-2019 Kansas
Homeland Security Region G Hazard Mitigation Plan. Voted and passed unanimously.

d. Consider Fall Festival Fireworks Discharge Permit
Marsh stated per City Code 14-45 and 14-46, the Governing Body must approval a public display
of fireworks that does not fall within the July 4th window.
The Fall Festival committee has asked Victory Pyrotechnics to conduct a firework show on
Saturday, September 21st as part of the fall festival activities. The fireworks would be discharged
from the sports complex parking lot. Victory Pyrotechnics has submitted a Fireworks Discharge
Permit Application along with their Certificate of Insurance.
There is no cost to the City.
Council questioned if there was a radius around the discharging of fireworks that needed to be
met and also if there was, was it going to be able to be met within sports complex parking lot?
Marsh stated he wasn’t aware of any code or rules that stated such requirements but he would
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ask the Fire Chief Jared Dinwiddie.
Motion: Griffin moved, Palmer-Witt seconded to approve the discharge of fireworks on
September 21st. Staff must confirm the adequate setbacks are met with any applicable standards.
Voted and passed unanimously.
9.

Administrators Report
 The layout for the marketing sign at the entrance to Chisholm Ridge is on the monitors. The cost is
$3775.00, and we will be getting it installed.
Council discussed and thought the words City Owned were necessary in the advertisement as not to
confuse any one of the other lots owned by someone else.


The Sedgwick County Fire Chiefs met this past Saturday and one item of interest is an MOU with
Emergency Management outlining procedures to be followed when the NWS sends a notification of a
satellite-detected hotspot within Sedgwick County. If conditions are met, the NWS will send notice to
Sedgwick County distribution list to indicate a possible wildfire at a specified location. The closest
jurisdiction will respond to check out the hotspot to see if it warrants more attention or not. The
purpose is to hopefully handle a potential wildfire while it is small, and it does not develop into a
large-scale problem.



The city has announced the closing of the recycle center on its web page, FB page and we placed
“closed” decals on the signs at the facility. After a period the signs will be taken down.



Reminder: The League of Kansas Municipalities annual conference is Oct 12-14 in Overland Park.



Council workshop is scheduled for October 29th from 6-8pm.

10. Governing Body Comments
Griffin stated he received an email from a citizen but has not had the opportunity to speak with staff and
wasn’t sure if it was appropriate to bring up in an open meeting. Mayor Ussery suggested since the rest of
council didn’t receive it then Griffin should speak with staff afterwards.
Titterington had nothing to report.
Palmer-Witt noticed the city paid $300 for a survey and wanted to know the results from it. Marsh said he
has the results but has not yet had time to review the options. He stated that all posts are on city
property.
Council had a consensus that the posts act as a deterrent and would not like to see the posts gone. They
asked staff to create a letter and send it to the neighboring property owner stating the opinion.
Papish asked if we would put a sign that the recycle center is closed. She also mentioned that the City of
Oxford had a First Responder program to look at if we were still developing ours. She also mentions the
truck and trailer she has mentioned is still there. Palmer-Witt also asked since the 2020 budget has been
voted on and passed when will request for proposals and bids be going out for the big-ticket items for
2020. Marsh stated those won’t go out until around November.
Coon mentioned there is still a junk yard next to her.
11. Executive Session
MOTION: Titterington moved; Griffin seconded to recess into executive session pursuant to the
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employer-employee relations exception to negotiate terms of employment, to include the City
Administrator and the City Attorney. The open meeting will reconvene in the City Council
Chamber at7:30 p.m.
Mayor Ussery called the meeting back to order and stated there was no action taken in
executive session.
12. Adjournment
With no further discussion Mayor Ussery called for a motion to adjourn.
MOTION: Palmer-Witt moved; Papish seconded to adjourn the meeting. Voted and passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 7:32 PM

CERTIFICATE
State of Kansas
}
County of Sedgwick }
City of Clearwater }
I, Courtney Meyer, City Clerk of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, hereby certify that the foregoing
is a true and correct copy of the approved minutes of the August 27, 2019 City Council meeting.
Given under my hand and official seal of the City of Clearwater, Kansas, this 10th day of September 2019

Courtney Meyer, City Clerk
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